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MAKE IN INDIR

Strategic Partnership for a Secure Future

As a trusted strategic partner for 25 years, IAl is proud to implement the

Government of India’s Make in India vision. We develop and produce innovative

solutions and best-in-breed capabilities tailored to Indian requirements and needs

through powerful collaborations and joint ventures. \We work hand in hand with our /

partners, harness Indian know-how, local technology, manufacturing excellence, and

world-class skill-building. Reflecting the unique friendship between our nations, IAl is <@I”I
committed to lasting strategic cooperation with India to build a safe and secure future.

.. . .. . Where Courage
www.iai.co.il « corpmkg®@iai.co.il Meets Technology




















































































































































































































































































Helicopters at the World Ski

@h@[ﬁﬂ@ﬂ@@@[ﬁ]ﬂ@ at/Cortina

Firenze Peretola. Delivered few weeks ago,
both of them were temporary deployed at
Venezia Tessera airport at X° Reparto Volo
and they operate daily sorties from there.
One of them, POLI 116, was tasked on
anti-terrorism duty, ready to deploy NOCS
Special Forces (Italian acronym of Central
Operational Security unit) over Cortina to
ensure high level of security required for
this event. e other one, equipped with
camera system, provided support for law
enforcement o cers on the ground with
live streaming of the entire Cortina’s Valley,
focusing on the ski track and the access

This year, the World Ski
Championship’s edition took place
in Cortina d’Ampezzo, surrounded
by the wonderful Dolomiti’s mountains in
the eastern part of Italian Alps, probably
one of the best landscapes in the world. Asa
part of the event, numerous helicopters from
all the national law enforcement agencies,
Polizia di Stato, Guardia di Finanza and
Carabinieri were flown to Cortina. All
of them showed up with their latest eet
additions, produced by the Helicopter
Division of the Italian state-run company
Leonardo.

Polizia Di Stato sent both of its new
AgustaWestland UH-139E, MM81978
PS-116 and MM81879 PS-118 based
respectively at Milano Malpensa and

92 Ivayul|



routes to the red area surrounding the most
sensitive sites.

Guardia di Finanza guaranteed HEMS
(Helicopter Emergency Medical Service)
with a dedicated helicopter operating close
to the ski tracks, together with a civilian
Airbus Helicopter H135, and a backup
machine based in Fiames ready to assist
if the primary one had some issues. For
this purpose, AgustaWestland AW169,
MM81966 GF-503, and AgustaBell AB-
412EP Grifone, MM81505 GF-217,
both belonging to the “Sezione Aerea” of
Bolzano, ew daily from their base to the
operational area. An extra AgustaWestland
AW139, MM81964 GF-414, usually
operating out of Pratica di Mare (Roma),
joined the team in Bolzano. For VIP
transportation and general purposes, two
AgustaWestland AW109N Nexus based
in Venezia, MM81680 GF-302, and
MM81685 GF-307 were occasionally used.

Carabinieri moved to Belluno, their
closest helicopter base, from there, their
two recently acquired AgustaWestland UH-
139D (MM81967 CC-02, and MM81968
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CC-01) were used as transport helicopter to
carry military police team to operational
area. They also carried a Carabinieri
parachuters team, that together with an
Italian Army team operating from AB205,
MMB80606 EI-315, took part in the Closure
Ceremony.

e Italian Law Enforcement agencies
selected old Cortina’s airport as forward
operating base which is located in Fiames,
6 km north of the city and is normally
used only by private helicopters. At the
base, they set up a mobile control tower,
a refueling point with dedicated personnel
and fuel truck, and finally prepared an
ad hoc landing area clear of snow to
permit continuous daylight operations with
multiple helicopters. e operations were
carried out even during the most hostile
situations such as heavy winds, temperatures
dropping below -18° C etc. Everything
worked perfectly, despite the di culties
caused by the pandemic situation, thanks
to the professionalism of all the personnel
involved, and it was a great test for the
upcoming Olympic winter games that will
take place in the same area in 2026. &

Text and images: Marco Papa
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16sireturnitoVolkelFAB

ue to too much crosswind at home
Dbase Volkel (ICAO:EHVK), 8
F-16s from the Royal Netherlands

Air Force diverted to nearby Eindhoven
airbase (ICAO:EHEH). The limits for
safe landing were exceeded at Volkel AB
due to the strong winds. But because the
runway of EIndhoven AB has a di erent
orientation, it was still safe to land there.
e 8 F-16s returned to their home base
Volkel later that day. When the afterburners
hit the wet runway, vapour and steam was

produced. “y§

Text and photos: Joris van Boven and
Alex van Noije
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Den Helder and Eindhoven

frigate HMCS Halifax visited the
Dutch military port Den Helder in
the Netherlands for maintenance. During

I n mid-April 2021, the Halifax Class

o T J’.l':f"
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the two week maintenance period, HMCS
Halifax went for a major overhaul with
some of its spare parts being replaced along
with its crew members. To get these spare
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parts from Eindhoven AB, various logistical
operations were carried out by two A310
(CC-150 ‘Polaris’) and one C-17 (CC-177
‘Globemaster 111') visited Eindhoven AB.

The onboard helicopter CH-148
‘Cyclone’ (a military variant of the Sikorsky
S-92), with serial 148805 ew to the nearby
Naval Air Station “De Kooy”. During the
stay at De Kooy, several local missions were

own by the Canadian crew in their CH-
148 helicopter.

This was the second ‘Canadian
invasion’ of the Royal Canadian Air Force
(RCAF) to the Netherlands. In 1944/1945,
after the liberation of Eindhoven, Royal
Canadian Air Force ghter aircraft were
based at Eindhoven AB (then named
airbase B73). “y§

Photos and text by: Joris van Boven
and Alex van Noye




Team Tempest

Future Combat: Air continues to drive economic advance across the UK

—_— —_—

even companies representing the

breadth of innovation across the UK

have signed agreements to progress
opportunities to work on future combat
air concepts and underpinning technologies
across Team Tempest.

The companies involved include
Bombardier Belfast, Collins Aerospace in
the UK, GE Aviation UK, GKN Aerospace,
Martin-Baker, QinetiQ, and  ales UK.

is is the rst phase of organisations to
sign such agreements, with more to be
announced.

The announcement represents
a significant step forward by bringing
additional expertise into the Team Tempest
project. Team Tempest is a collaboration
between BAE Systems, Leonardo UK,
MBDA UK, Rolls-Royce and the UK
Ministry of Defence, working together to
develop game-changing technologies at pace
and inana ordable manner.

Dave Holmes, Manufacturing Director
for BAE Systems’ Air sector, stated, “We
are delighted to have signed the first
phase of these new agreements, which are
transforming our traditional relationships
with partners. We are seeking opportunities
to widen the Team Tempest project and
bring in the very best of UK capability and
expertise, from both inside and outside of
defence. ey will work alongside us as we
seek to develop the generation-defining
combat air capability which will help
safeguard the security of our nation and our
allies to the end of this century.”

“In addition, by developing the wider
industry team, we will help contribute to the
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retention, growth and investment in a wider
world-class UK skills base. Collaborations,
with some of the brightest and best across
the country, show that Zempestis becoming
a truly national endeavour and we are
delivering on our promise to take new
approaches to drive signi cant pace and
e ciency into the programme.”

The companies will now seek
opportunities to join forces on established
projects and developments with the core
Team Tempest partners, bringing the best of
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British expertise and ingenuity to optimally
designing, manufacturing and operating
combat air systems through life.

Jeremy Quin, the UK Minister for
Defence Procurement, stated, “This
announcement demonstrates further
progress in delivering the UK’s combat air
strategy, with more companies collaborating
on the future of the UK’s Air Defence.  is
is a highly innovative project based around
cutting-edge technology and drawing on
a skills base where the UK excels. | am
delighted that the success and strengths of
Team Tempest are being enhanced through
drawing on UK expertise; working with
industrial partners and highly capable
international team we are con gured for
future success.”

Collectively, the companies will look
to support more than 60 technology
demonstration activities which are currently
underway, which will demonstrate and de-
risk world-leading processes and technology
in half the time and at signi cantly lower
cost than previous complex combat air

programmes. “yg




Air Vice Marshal (R) Cecil Parker and his.....

SWARNIM VIJAY VARSH

(The Vijay Mashaal in Hyderabad)

‘ 7 ijay Mashaal : To mark the 50"
year since India’s victory in the
1971 indo-Pak war, the Prime

Minister lit four Vijay Mashaals on 16

December in Delhi. Each of these Victory

Torches was carried by runners to the home

of every recipient of the PVC, MVC, and

VrC gallantry awardee of that war wherever

located, ie North, South, East or West of

the country. e southern Vijay Mashaal

reached Hyderabad on 8 February 2021.
11.2.2021: e felicitation ceremony

was organised by the army and held in the

central parade grounds in Secunderabad.

There was a display of weaponry and

the function was open to the public. It

commenced with wreath laying at the

Martyrs Memorial, reception of the Vijay

Mashaal by the Governor, felicitation of

ve awardees by her Excellency Governor
of Telengana and included a band concert,
cultural programme and speeches. The
awardees comprised one MVC (Air Force)
and four VrCs (two each from the Air

Force and the Army including three NOK

widows). Citations were read out and each

awardee was presented a commemoration

plaque by the Chief Guest. (see images).
12.2.2021: A single-service felicitation

ceremony was held at the air force station

Begumpet, where 70 years ago, this writer

had been a pilot trainee! e three air force

awardees (one MVC and two VrC NOK
widows) were joined by 47 air warriors
who had participated in the 1971 war.

The Victory Torch was jointly received

by the three gallantry awardees who then

inaugurated the Vijay Vatika and planted
saplings. ereafter there was a documentary

Im on the war, a performance by the air
force symphony band, an audio visual of
each of the three gallantry awardee and
felicitation of all 50 air veterans by the
Commandant Air Force Academy along
with the gift of a shawl.

13.2.2021: Mid-morning saw the lit
Vijay Mashaal, carried by a team of runners
escorted by outriders and accompanied by
the air force symphony orchestra brought
to ‘Parkhaven’, 25 Vayupuri AFOCHS
Ltd where it was received by this writer.
A short ceremony was held for the small
group of attendees (neighbours, friends
and managing committee members of
our society) all of whom were sanitized,
masked and socially distanced. After this
brief but very emotional ceremony, the
Vijay Mashaal was taken by its escorts for its

Commemorating 50 Years of
India’s Victory : 1971 War
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onward journey down south and its eventual
meet-up with the other three in Delhi on 16
December 2021 on Vijay Diwas.
14.2.2021: Not part of the foregoing
three functions, but following immediately
thereafter, was the 65" wedding anniversary
of a very tired couple who did manage to
host a small tea party to friends to celebrate
the occasion in the evening. The three
outings of the Vijay Mashaal had been
widely covered by the media; we were
ooded with congratulatory messages from
family, friends and old colleagues. It needed
a few days rest before my wife and I could
return to the routine of our normal, quiet
pace of retired life in Vayupuri. What a
wonderful experience of being remembered
and honoured it has been for this old pilot
now in his 89" year!

India Salutes

AIR VICE MARSHAL CV PARKAR VM F(P),MVC

For his courage in Dec 1971
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eventy years ago this writer was

a flight cadet undergoing pilot

training at No 1 AFA Begumpet and
was commissioned there on 30 August
1952. On 12 February 2021, three of
us Hyderabad based air force gallantry
awardees/ NOKs from the 1971 Indo
Pak war, were invited to Begumpet to be
felicitated in commemoration of Swarnim
Vijay Varsh. As we drove through air force
station Begumpet, | recognised an old
building which had housed our Parachute
Section; it was still standing and my
memory went back to an incident there 69
years ago.

Post-commissioning, 14 of us went to
nearby Hakimpet to undergo our ghter
conversion. On 28 October1952 the
Centaurus aero engine of the Tempest I1A
aircraft | was ying burst into ames; after
a traumatic struggle | managed to bale
out and on landing became the youngest
Indian member of the Caterpillar Club. My
instructor, Flt Lt Hosali, familiarised me
with the tradition that all members of the
club were expected to make a cash gift to the
SEW (Safety Equipment Worker) who had
packed the parachute, and host a party for
the Section. (All this was in the pre ejection
seat era when parachutes were packed and
operated manually). He suggested that
a gift of Rs. 50, plus a tea party would
demonstrate my thanks and that he would
make the necessary arrangements.

We had drawn our st salaries so | still
had about fty rupees when he dropped me
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Pilot Officer CV Parker

File : 18983

Date : 28-10-1952

o atthe old barrack building in Begumpet
where | was received by the Sergeant-in-
Charge and introduced to Corporal Jaiswal
who had packed my parachute. Both in age
and service he was my senior and seemed a
tri e embarrassed to receive a cash gift from
a young newly commissioned pilot o cer!

e arrival of tea and snacks lightened the
atmosphere in our small gathering of ve
persons. We soon discovered that Jaiswal
belonged to Ranchi (then in Bihar) where
I myself had studied in the 1940s and were
soon communicating quite freely. e tea
bill of Rs. 7 was handed over to me and |
was deeply embarrassed to nd that | had
only Rs. 5 in my wallet! I had to borrow Rs.
2 from Cpl Jaiswal who cheerfully loaned
me the amount with a laugh.

Ivavui

FOGETTING TO REMEMBER

h’

A few days later one of my coursemates
visiting Begumpet o ered to take my Rs. 2
and hand it over but returned saying that
Jaiswal was on leave outstation. Meanwhile,
owing to a series of conrod failures in
the Centaurus engine, the Tempest was
grounded, our training was curtailed and
we were posted to our very rst squadrons.
I was to report to No 7 Squadron which was
equipped with Vampires and was delighted
as | had never even seen a jet aircraft before!
Inall the excitement, | completely forgot my
debt.

A decade later Iwasa ight commander
in a squadron based in Palam and attended
the Air Force Day function of inviting all the
SNCOs to the O cers Mess for a glass of
beer. One of our guests peered at my name
tab and asked politely if | was the same pilot
who had bailed out at Hakimpet in 1952. |
said | was and he smilingly responded, “In
which case Sir you still owe me two rupees!”
I was happy to meet up with Flt Sgt Jaiswal
again; much laughter (and beer) covered my
apologies and his protests while | insisted
upon repaying my debt immediately! We
caught up with our respective news and |
learned that, having completed his service,
he would soon be leaving the air force. We
never met again.

On our return drive from Begumpet
after the felicitation function | related this
anecdote to my wife. Unfortunately, in the
dark, I was unable to identify or point out
the old barrack building where this story
had begun near seven decades ago. “yg
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Sukhoi Su-30 programme
in political crossfire

The formalisation (including initial
payment) of a massive Sukhoi Su-30 aircraft
contract between Russia and India has so
far been thwarted by political challenges
starting with the Indian national election
in May 1996 which resulted in a “hung-
parliament” where the largest party (BJP)
were voted out within 12 days of assuming
reins of the government and the longevity
of the new, multi-faced, splintered United
Front (with left-of-centre inclinations)
tenuously supported by the Congress party,
is fraught with uncertainty.

Alliance Air into service

On 15 April 1996, with an ex-Indian Airlines
(1A) Boeing 737-200 painted over and
the new logo depicted on its tail, Alliance
Air (AA), a subsidiary of 1A, ew its rst
commercial service from Delhi-to-Goa and
onto Cochin. In December 1995, PC Sen,
Managing Director of the Indian Airlines
approached the board to revitalise the
airline. It was decided that instead of trying
to cut costs in an unwieldy airline, it would
make more sense to form a subsidiary to
complement the parent company, but at the
same time, function as an independent unit.

TranslIndia Airlines

A new private operator, Bangalore-based
Transindia Airlines Pvt. Ltd., intends to
start scheduled air services later in 1996.
Transindia will operate as a regional
airline in the South, according to Kesani
Chadrasekhar, Chairman and Managing
Director, looking at destinations which
promise at least one ight a day.

Air-India’s on-time performance

Air-India has commenced the financial
year 1996-97 on a promising note in
regard to on-time departure of flights.

¥ears Back

From Vayu Aerospace

Its April 1996 achievement of 83.01 per
cent is the national carrier's nest on-time
performance in the recent years.

The improvement in on-time
performance, which started from the
month of March 1996, is the direct
outcome of several management decisions
including creation of Control Cells at the
airports, close monitoring of each and
every ight, analysis of causes leading to
delays elimination of factors like delaying
ascheduled ight for a delayed connection

ight from a domestic point etc. e trend
for the month of May indicates that the
performance is set to improve still further.

Blue Dart Cargo freighter service
Blue Dart Aviation, a subsidiary of Blue
Dart Express Ltd. and a licensee of Federal
Express, has started its exclusive air cargo
operations from May 1996. e company
will operate the two Boeing 737-200s
already purchased from Indian Airlines,
for the purpose.

HAL highlights of 1995-96

Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd. the biggest
defence public sector unit under the
Department of Defence Production and
Supplies, Ministry of Defence has met its
targets of 1995-96, achieving a turnover of
Rs. 1404 crores against a target of Rs 1350
crores and has posted a pro t of Rs 75 crores
against a target of 68 crores. Both the sales
and pro ts are highest so far. e exports
during the year were Rs 32.5 crores.

40 more Mirage llls for PAF

warted over the past many years in its
endeavor to procure more F-16s from
the United Sates, the Pakistan Air Force
has sought to build up its combat aircraft
strength with additional, second hand,
Miragelll/5s. This French-origin delta-
winged ghter now constitutes the second
largest aircraft inventory of the PAF, with
nearly two hundred aircraft on strength or
in the pipeline. In 1989, Pakistan bid for
and bought some 50 ex-Royal Australian
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Air Force Mirage Ills. After overhaul and
some updating, at least 30 of these aircraft
have gone into the squadron service, the
balance being cannibalised for providing
spares. Another dozen odd Mirage I11BLs
were bought from Lebanon some years back
and now, according to the Defence Ministry
sources at Islamabad, Pakistan has bought
40 Mirage Il1s from the French rm for a
total of $120 million. e Company will be
overhauling and refurbishing the Mirage 111s
at a cost of $3 million per unit, the PAF will
have a fairly potent additional force of Mirage
Ils in front line service for the next decade.

F-16s for Indonesia

According to “Defence News”, the nal
price is the only stumbling block to selling
nine of the 28 US F-16s to Indonesia, which
Pakistan had orginally bought from the US
but which were embargoed. It has been
reported that the Indonesian Military would
spend around $8-9 million per aircraft in
a deal expected to be completed in June.
(Pakistan had paid $23 million each for the
airplanes). Pakistan o cials want the US to
make up the di erence between the price
at which the F-16s can be sold now and
what Islamabad had originally paid. (e
Pentagon has already paid $124 million to
Pakistan as a partial refund for the F-16s).

Malaysia rejects F-5 upgradation
The initiative by the local industry to
upgrade the remaining Nothrop F-5E/F
ghters of the Royal Malaysian Air Force has
been rejected by the government. e plan
costing $200 million is considered to be too
expensive by Malaysia’s Defence Minister
Sayed Hamid Albar. e upgrade proposal
had come unsolicited from Malaysia Airlines
Aerotechnology (MASA) in conjunction
with the Bristol Aerospace from Canada.
e available funds, feels the Malaysian
government, should be utilised for meeting
the “heavy commitment” to absorb 18
Mikoyan MiG-29N/NUBs, 28 British
Aerospace Hawk 100/200s and, from 1997,
8 McDonnel Douglas F-18s. &
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The advancement- then and now!
And how!!

From Kitty Hawk in 1903 to Mars in 2021 - a piece of fabric from the original Wright Flyer has now made
the first controlled powered flight on TWO planets

Then in the 1930’s and now in 2021

On the left, flypast at Her Majesty’s 55th Superb Owl
pageant, Hendon, 1931 - featuring a half-time performance by
Noél Coward and the Reg Williams Weston-Super-Mare Big Band.
On the right, USAF’s “trifecta yover" over Raymond James
Stadium (Tampa) in February 2021 with the B-1B Lancer, B-2
Spirit, and B-52 Stratofortress during the Super Bowl game

Meanwhile,

SpiceJet partners with Karim's to serve the iconic Shan-e-Tandoor
platter at 35,000 ft. e airline is all set to take the culinary
experience a notch above by introducing the delicious platter,
from Old Delhi's iconic Mughlai restaurant, Karim's. e Shan-
e-Tandoor platter will include Mughlai delicacies like Chicken
Reshmi Kebab, Chicken Shami Kebab, Chicken Malai Tikka and
Chicken Tikka.
When can we book our tickets?

Afterburner
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THE ADVI\NCED
SOLUTION TO DEFEND
INDIA TODAY AND
TOMORROW

Boeing’s F/A-18 Block lll Super Hornet delivers affordable, next-generation warfighter technologies and advanced capabilities
to meet the requirements of virtually any naval mission. Combat-proven and carrier-compatible, this platform builds upon our

over 75-year history in India and proves our commitment to the Indian Navy.

boeing.co.in @Eﬂf’”ﬂ



