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During the period 17 to 27 August 
2020, Israel Air Force F-16C/D 
Barak fighters participated in 

exercises Blue Wings and MAGDAYs 2020 
in Germany. The German Luftwaffe and the 
Israeli Air Force had earlier trained together 
in 2019 at Ovda AFB in Israel in exercise 
BlueFlag, and in August 2020, the Luftwaffe 
hosted the MAGDAY (Multinational Air 
Group Days) exercises. 

Chief of the Luftwaffe, Lieutenant 
General Ingo Gerhartz had invited the Israeli 
Air Force to take part in this exercise. In 
preparation for this joint exercise, the Israelis 
flew to Taktisches Luftwaffengeschwader 31 
‘Boelcke’ a week before MAGDAY to plan 
necessary tactics, train technicians and 
standardise various procedures for this 
event. These two exercises were the first on 
German soil between the Air Forces of Israel 
and Germany, a historical event. 

Blue Wings 2020
First of the two weeks bilateral exercise Blue 
Wings 2020, was a follow on to the earlier 
exercise Blue Flag which had taken place 
in Israel during 2019. Six F-16C/D Barak 
fighters, two Boeing 707 Re’em tankers and 
two Gulfstream G-550 Nachshon-Eitam 
aircraft flew to Nörvenich Air Base in 

Blue Wings and MAGDAYs 2020

German Luftwaffe and Israeli Air Force in air exercises

Germany. The Luftwaffe flew its EF2000 
Eurofighters during the exercise from 
Tactical Air Squadron 31 ‘Boelcke’ (TLG-
31).  Over the two weeks, aircrew practiced 
numerous aerial scenarios alongside the 
German NATO aircraft as part of the MAG 
(Multinational Air Group) exercise.  

The air exercises included air-to-air 
combat, ground attack, countering surface-
to-air missile threats and other combat 
scenarios in hostile environment. There 
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was opportunity to tactically fly and under 
variety of threats using advanced technology, 
using NATO’s and Israeli doctrines. 

Blue Wings 2020 began with Israeli 
and German aircraft first carrying out 
a commemoration fly-by over former 
concentration camp at Dachau and then 
Fürstenfeldbruck air base near Munich.  On 
18 August 2020, a Memory for the Future 
the flight past led by an Israel Gulfstream 
G550 and F-16s alongside two German 
Eurofighters (see separately). The flyby 
over Dachau concentration camp was to 
remember the Holocaust victims while that 
above Fürstenfeldbruck was in memory 
of the 11 Israeli Olympians who were 
murdered in a terrorist attack in 1972. After 
the flyby, an official memorial ceremony 
was held at the Dachau concentration 
camp. The ceremony was attended by 
the German Federal Minister of Defence 
Annegret Kramp Karrenbauer, the Israeli 
Ambassador to Germany Jeremy Issacharoff, 
Commanders of both the Air Forces and 
other dignitaries. 

MAGDAYs
During the second week, the actual 
MAGDAYs exercise was held with German, 
Israeli and Hungarian participants. The 
Hungarians brought 4 Saab Gripens and 
30 staff members and were located with 
the Taktisches Luftwaffengeschwader 51 
Immelmann’ at Jagel airbase in Schleswig-
Holstein.

The German Air Force organises 
MAGDAY exercises several times every 
year and as part of this year’s exercise, 
two Boeing 707 tankers of the Israeli Air 
Force supported their F-16s. The German 
Eurofighters were refueled by German A310 
and A400M tankers.

Lieutenant-General Ingo Gerhartz 
Commander of the German Luftwaffe 
welcomed the Israelis and stated “On behalf 
of the German Air Force, it is an honour 
for me to welcome the Israeli Air Force 
entering German airspace for the first time 
in history. My Israeli friends led by General 
Amikam Norkin is now flying side by side 
as our Blue Wings.”

Responding, Major General Amikam 
Norkin said, “Well my friend, I am proud 
to lead our first deployment to Germany. It 
is a testimony to our strong ties and mutual 
commitments. Thank you very much. I 
salute you and your Air Force.” 
Text and photos: Joris van Boven and Alex van Noije



95V/2020

History of the Volo a Vela Group 
goes back to beginning of the 
20th century, when it inherited 

traditions of the Pavullo School in Frignano, 
founded in 1927. The actual establishment 
of departments dedicated to training on 
gliders within the Aeronatica Militare (Air 
Force) must certainly be attributed to 
Adriano Mantelli. As a fighter pilot and 
ace of the Regia Aeronautica Italiana (Royal 
Italian Air Force) during the Spanish War, 
he always had great interest in gliding. With 
this strong passion and interest, he started 
a small company (SDAM) in 1929 for the 
construction of gliders. 

Moving on to modern times, on 1 
January 2013 the Gruppo Volo a Vela (GVV) 
began transformation towards its current 
form when the CVV (Gliding Centre) 
was merged with the Guidonia Airport 
Command, assuming functions of a normal 
Flight Group. On 28 March 2013, the CVV 
was renamed as Gruppo Volo a Vela. After 
almost two years, on 15 February 2015, 
with the activation of 60o Stormo, the GVV 
finally took on its present form and the wing 
began to work in the new way.

“From Cadets to Pilots”

The 60o Stormo, ‘Gruppo Volo a Vela’
A Grob G103A Twin Astir glides towards Guidonia over the surrounding hills

With a variety of aircraft in its inventory, the pilots of 60o Stormo are skilled on  
different types to allow for maximum flexibility

The Gliding Group consists of two 
units, the 422nd and the 423rd Squadrons. 
Major ‘Max’ T, Squadron Commander of 
60o Stormo, explained, “Our two squadrons 
are the operational ‘arm’ of the Wing, 
because they take care of all the activities 
related to flights entrusted to the Wing. 

Even though we are operating a full Wing, 
there are only ten pilots in charge of the 
GVV and all our pilots are ‘chameleon-like’, 
every day showing their knowledge of how 
to adapt to the individual management of 
every single person who performs flight 
activities at Guidonia. This ranges from a 
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Two MB-339 jet trainers are on loan from 61o Stormo at Lecce and used for  
both SAC training and generic pilot training

General who carries out AVM activities, 
to a student pilot for whom it is necessary 
to also impart military doctrine in addition 
to the notions of flight, to the civil student 
of the Aeronautical Culture Course who 
has no military background and must 
be managed in a different ways. Actually 
Guidonia is the only Italian Air Force base 
where gliders, propeller and jet aircraft are 
operating together and, in some periods, 
even helicopters with a TH-500B (local 
designation of the NH-500E)”.

Glider courses
The teaching of flying on gliders for 
those attending standard courses of the 
Air Academy is certainly one of the most 
interesting tasks for GVV instructor 
pilots, especially as this type has been 
included in the pilot training programme 
of the Italian Air Force, since Corso Eolo 
V (2005) onwards.  As Maj T elaborated, 
“The student pilots arrive in Guidonia after 
having first obtained the BPA (Airplane 
Pilot License) in Latina. Each course consists 
of 48 students and every course usually lasts 
two weeks and about 20 flights are carried 
out, of which 12 are for qualification and 
eight to increase their skills. Out of the 
eight, the final three are carried out with 
launches by winch and the course ends with 
a solo flight”. These activities represent an 
important training step of the new training 
process called IPTS 2020 (Integrated Pilot 
Training System) and is key in obtaining 
the BPM (Military Pilot License).

The students return to Guidonia by 
end of the second year of their studies to 
carry out a maintenance phase, while at 
end of the third year, they go to Latina 
to do the aerobatic-advanced part on the 
SIAI-Marchetti T-260B trainer (local 
designation of the SF.260EA). Maj. T 

S.205s with their unusual tail markings

continued “The glider was included in the 
training process because it was considered 
very educational and introductory to learn 
coordination in general. Furthermore, 
it will help the student in the use of 
commands, especially with regards to 
the pedals, which are used much more in 

Uniquely, students fly both the powered T-260B and gliders 

gliders than in motorised aircraft. Though 
qualification on the glider is not selective for 
the final ranking of the student, however, 
it can influence the final assignment of the 
future pilot for the type of aircraft (fighter, 
helicopter or transport)”.

There are several other tasks assigned 
to pilots of the GVV. These are more ad 
hoc and show the versatility of the pilots as 
they need to adapt to the different nature of 
these tasks. The pilots support 61o Stormo 
with a pilot being deployed in rotation to 
Lecce - Galatina for one month at a time, 
connect with operational activities with 
SIAI U-208A and T-339A / FT 339C, 

and includes operational activities outside 
of Italy. 

Article and photos: Erik Bruijns
The authors thank men and women of 

60o Stormo. Special thanks goes out to Maj. 
T and Cap. Pil. Angelucci for their support 

in writing this article.
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Air Vice Marshal (R) Cecil Parker and…..

The first in line was my maternal 
grandmother who, after marriage, 
relocated from Bengal to Gujarat in 

the late 1800s. Her eldest male grandchild 
(this writer) was born in 1932 at Anand and 
was thereafter taken to his Nani’s home in 
Surat. Like all grandmothers she doted on 
her grandchildren and, though she passed 
away when I was only seven years of age, I 
have clear memories of her singing me to 
sleep, teaching me my very first words in 
Bengali and introducing me to nankhatais, 
a craving for which 
has never quite 
gone away!

At two years of age I was introduced to 
my Hindi-speaking paternal grandmother 
in our family home in the tiny village of 
Jyotipur in Chhattisgarh. From there my 
Dadi presided over her family and was 
always delighted to welcome the ‘first born 
son of her first born son’. I was of course 
quite spoiled by this matriarch and enjoyed 
the many holidays spent in the farm house 
with its large garden. When she learnt that 
I was going to join the air force, she berated 
my father, (translated: “the boy fell out of a 
tree and will now fall out of an aeroplane” 
……. and how right she was!). She lived to 
the ripe old age of 96.

Much like my Nani, my mother too 
was a soft spoken, gentle lady who by 
profession was a language teacher. Like all 
mothers she lavished unconditional love on 
her first born but was equally strict about 
my studies. We were a nomadic family but 
wherever we went she personally supervised 
all my homework and academically 
‘shepherded’ me till I left for boarding 
school in 1942. Even so, being a prolific 
letter writer, she never failed to mail me 
an encouraging letter every week through 
school and college. Despite my father’s 
opposition, she strongly supported my 
decision to become a pilot. A quiet lady of 
great personal faith, she taught me a great 
deal by example.

I was a lone child till the age of six when 
my sister arrived and parental attention 
shifted focus from son to daughter. She 
was a bright and talented little girl who 
followed me around like a puppy. Our 
relationship was interrupted by my years 
away in school and college. Academically 
she was always top of her class and in her 
professional life she was a very successful 
teacher. Our meetings are intermittent as 
she settled in Mumbai after marriage while 

I kept moving around from air base to air 
base till 1986.

And then came the only lady I personally 
invited to join our family. When we met in 
1951 she was a 15 year old school girl and I 
was a flight cadet undergoing pilot training. 
I courted her for five years and we married 
in 1956. For the next 30 years in the air 
force she managed our 15 moves, raised 
our two children, designed the house we 
built and continued with her work as a 
teacher wherever possible. The two wisest 
choices I made in life were choice of wife 
and profession. Now in the 65th year of our 
marriage, she continues to run the house, 
rules over her husband and only improves 
with age!

The arrival of a baby girl not only lit 
up our house for the second time but also 
completed our family. Which normal 
father does not dote upon and indulge 
his little daughter? We know that we have 
this lovely little lady for only a few years 
before she leaves home for higher studies, 
a profession, marriage and the raising of 
her own family. Of course she keeps in 
touch regularly and visits whenever possible 
but we feel the passage of time as our 
daughter is soon to become a grandmother  
herself!

And then the four granddaughters who 
require only grandparental love and a little 
spoiling to add great delight to our lives. But 
like all grandchildren they grow too fast; 
our youngest is about to enter her final year 
at university while an older one (a doctor) 
has not only just won the 2020 Fulbright 
scholarship for medicine, but is soon to be 
married herself.

These then are the ten ladies who, 
past, present and future continue to enrich 
the life of this very fortunate and grateful 
ancient aviator. 

The Writer’s Distaff Line

(Drawing for representation purposes only)
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Afterburner

Golden Arrows All
After some years of being sheathed, the ‘Golden Arrows’ are now 
very visible, this crest of No.17 Squadron IAF being proudly worn 
by its personnel. 

The Golden Arrow is certainly a very popular symbol for 
companies, football clubs as also Army Divisions: here are some 
examples and readers are invited to select the most attractive of 
them all! 

The crest directly above was designed by young Saurav Chordia 
from Basugaon, Assam in celebration of No.17 Squadron getting 
Rafales. Alongside is the sign of the 7th Infantry Division, Indian 
Army, also  known as the ‘Golden Arrows’, with a long wartime 
history.

The more things change…

….the more they remain the 
same!

Readers, please recognise the fighters ‘escorting’,  
the big bad Bear over so many decades !
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